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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by McKnight (US 3,187,912). 

3. With respect to claim 1 , McKnight discloses a loader for agricultural tractors (9) 
equipped with hydraulically maneuverable (col. 3, lines 57-62), parallel lifting arms (25) 
which are pivotally mounted at the rear part of the tractor together with a center 
attachment member (including 15, 20, 21) carried by the tractor body (seen in Fig. 2) 
between the lifting arms, said loader comprising: 

two parallel loader arms (18) including means for attachment (including 16, 17, 
19, 27) of the loader arms to respective tractor-mounted lifting arms to extend 
rearwardly (seen in Figs. 1-4); and 

a hydraulically extendable center rod (14) including an inner end (37) pivotally 
connected (via 37) with the center attachment member (21 ) of the tractor body at a point 
between the tractor-mounted lifting arms (seen in Fig. 5); 

wherein the extendable center rod extends outwardly from the center attachment 
member of the tractor body to an outer end (38A) at a working implement (1 0); 
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wherein the center rod includes along its length a hydraulic piston-cylinder device 
(36, 38), movement of the piston (38) of which functions to change the length of the 
center rod and to thereby tilt the working implement (seen in Figs. 1-3); 

wherein outer ends of respective loader arms (18) and an outer end (38A) of the 
center rod (14) are connected (loader arms connect via 23, 24; center rod connects via 
39) to the working implement (10), whereby the working implement is lifted by the loader 
arms and is tilted by the hydraulically extendable center rod (seen in Figs. 1-3); and 

wherein the loader arms are inclined upwards in a region outwardly of and close 
to an outer end of a respective lifting arm (18 shown inclined with respect to 25 in Fig. 
2)- 

4. With respect to claim 3, McKnight discloses a loader wherein respective outer 
ends of loader arms (1 8) and the outer end (38A) of the center rod (14) include 
attachment means (loader arms attach via 23, 24; center rod attaches via 39) for 
attachment to a working implement (10). 

5. With respect to claim 4, McKnight discloses a loader wherein the inclination of 
the loader arms relative to the lifter arms is adjustable (via pivotal connections at 27). 

6. With respect to claim 5, McKnight discloses a loader wherein the connecting 
means included at the outer ends of respective loader arms (18) include a pivot adapted 
to pivotally support the working implement (col. 3, lines 40-43) and wherein at the outer 
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end (38A) of the center rod (14) is a pivot joint adapted for pivotal connection to the 
working implement (col. 4, lines 9-12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McKnight. 

9. McKnight discloses a loader with regard to claim 1 , above. McKnight does not 
explicitly disclose spaced attachment points at the outer end of the center rod. McKnight 
discloses spaced attachment points (35) at the outer end of a support member (30), 
wherein the attachment points are spaced at mutually different distances (Figs. 1-3) 
from the inner end of said member. 

1 0. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the outer end (38A) of the center rod (14) of McKnight with 
attachment points. The motivation being "to enable adjustment thereof relative to the 
frame" (col. 4, lines 1-2) and thereby increasing the range and possible effective lengths 
of the center rod (14). 
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11. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McKnight as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Hare (US 4,103,796). 

12. McKnight discloses a loader wherein the loader arms are secured to respective 
lifting arms via cotter pins (27C) and wherein the loader arms extend below the lifting 
arms (seen in Figs. 1 , 3). McKnight does not explicitly disclose the loader arms abutting 
the lifting arms. Hare discloses a bucket attachment wherein inner ends of respective 
loader arms (55a, 55b) are secured to a respective lifting arm (14, 16) by means of 
cotter pins (68); and wherein respective loader arms extend below (Fig. 1) respective 
lifting arms and abut an underside of a respective lifting arm (14 abuts 55a, 16 abuts 
55b). 

1 3. McKnight and Hare are analogous because they both disclose rear tractor- 
mounted implements that suspend and control buckets. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the loader as taught 
by McKnight with the means to abut the loader arms with an underside of the lifting 
arms as taught by Hare in order to eliminate material from the frame (1 1 , in particular 
from 16). 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments filed 8/26/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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1 5. In response to applicant's argument that McKnight fails to show certain features 
of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., the 
center attachment member being part of the tractor body or directly attaching to the 
tractor body) are not recited in the rejected claims. The center attachment member 
(including 15, 20, 21) of McKnight is viewed as being "carried by the tractor". Although 
the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 
(Fed. Cir. 1993). 

16. Regarding claim 8, Hare is cited for teaching abutment of the loader arms with an 
underside of the lifting arms. Therefore, given the teaching of Hare, it would have been 
obvious to extend the loader arms (18) of McKnight below the lifting arms (25) and to 
abut the loader arms (18) with undersides of the lifting arms (25), as opposed to the 
spaced relation as shown in Fig. 5 of McKnight, providing for the elimination of material 
from the frame. 

Conclusion 

17. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,970 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3671 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joel F. Mitchell whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7689. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on (571) 272-6998. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Thomas B Will/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner Art 
Unit 3671 

JFM 

12/8/8 
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